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Fiscal Year 2015 was an exciting time for us. It was a year of progress, partnerships and purpose. New leadership 
ushered in change as we made moves to expand, enhance and improve our exceptional library team and services. 

Progress
In keeping with our tradition of offering cutting edge services, we launched new technology to make using library 
services and staying informed easier, portable and always available. 

•• Enabled easy access to more comprehensive information to our members through the new online 		
catalog and website

•• Optimized digital services with streaming audiobooks, eReading rooms and iPad checkouts

•• Increased participation in the Summer Reading program by providing convenient access to a new online format

Partnerships
Community partnerships were crucial for libraries. Partners helped us reach more people with a  
common goal. 

•• Widened our reach with our Come Read with Me program – a literacy program that brings together community 
volunteers and young readers for 30-minute reading sessions at local schools, agencies and clubs, and  
community centers

•• Expanded access to books and materials through development centers, senior centers, community and recreation 
centers in Oklahoma County

•• Increased library usage for students at the Ronald J. Norick Downtown Library by housing the Odyssey Leadership 
Academy and serving as the school library for Positive Tomorrows, John Rex Elementary School and the YMCA 
child care program

Purpose
To grow smarter communities one person at a time, we offered access to cultural events and educational programs 
like Homework Help, Reading Buddies, Rocket Readers, Children Reading to Dogs and more.

•• Strengthened reading skills and school success to thousands of Oklahoma County students

•• Provided crucial literacy, GED, language and job skills classes to nearly 2,000 adults

•• Created a world class cultural event for over 1,000 visitors of the Ralph Ellison Library with the Smithsonian 
Institution’s traveling exhibit, Hometown Teams: How Sports Shape America 

Fiscal year 2015 was an exciting year of progress, partnerships and purpose. We are already mapping the path to 
sparking interest, building value and rewarding loyalty to our communities in the upcoming year!

Nancy Anthony							       Tim Rogers 
Metropolitan Library Commission Chair				    Metropolitan Library System Executive Director
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